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About the US Census Bureau
Mandated by the U. S. Constitution to count the population every 10 years.

Used: 

• to apportion seats in the U.S. House of Representatives;

• to define legislature districts, school district assignment area and 

other important areas of government;

• to distribute federal funds to local, state and tribal governments;

• to do research and make decisions such as where to build new roads 

or what services to provide the elderly.

1790 First 
Census count

Both George Washington and Thomas Jefferson 
expressed skepticism over the final count, expecting a 

number that exceeded the 3.9 million inhabitants counted 
in the census.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Notes are found on “About the Bureau” history over view http://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/overview/1790.html .



More than just the decennial census
Census Products - Programs

• Decennial Census
• American Community Survey
• Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates
• Census Population Estimates
• Economic Census
• Survey of Business Owners
• Nonemployer Statistics
• Economic Indicators ( Several surveys, construction, manufacturing etc.)
• Census of Governments
• Survey of Income and Program participation
• Annual Survey of Schools System Finances
• Current Population Survey

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Census Bureau produces a lot of data from a variety of programs. They run over a 100 different surveys.



Data has context with Geography 
How does the Census Bureau work with geography?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Geography is very important. Understanding how the Census Bureau views geography will help you find the data you are looking for. 15 slides on GEO.



Geography that Sums
Nation

Region

Division

State

County

Census Co. Division

Census tract

Block Group

Block

No ACS data available for blocks – Just Decennial 2000, 2010 &, 2020
block group data for 5 yr ACS 2023 will be available in December



Census Blocks to County Geography

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Blocks are statistical areas bounded by visible features, such as streets, roads, streams, and railroad tracks, and by nonvisible boundaries, such as selected property lines and city, township, school district, and county limits and short line-of-sight extensions of streets and roads.



Levels of Geography that are Non-nesting

Place (Incorporated or CDP Census Designated Place)
Metropolitan/Micropolitan Area
American Indian Reservation
PUMAs
Urban/Rural
Urban Area
State Legislative Dist. 
Congressional District
Zip Code Tabulation Area (ZCTA)

The 2020 Census data are
based on 2020 census geographic 
boundaries. Data for the 2010 
Census is based on the 2010 
census geographic boundaries.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some geographies cross county or state lines.



Place Boundaries updated Regularly
Boundaries of incorporated places and other 
legal jurisdictions are updated regularly by 
local governments through the Census 
Bureau’s Boundary and Annexation Survey 
(BAS).

Boundaries of CDPs, census tracts, block 
groups, blocks and other areas are updated 
before each census via Census Bureau/local 
planning programs such as the Participant 
Statistical Area Program (PSAP).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is an ongoing program. ACS data is published using the legal boundaries as of January 1 of the last year of the estimate period, as reported to the Census Bureau.



Zip Code Tabulation Area
ZIP Code Tabulation Areas or 
ZCTAs – have a close 
approximation to actual postal ZIP 
Code coverage, but are defined by 
census boundaries. 

(Can’t split a block down the 
middle.)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Zip codes are designed to make mail easy to deliver but are not necessarily relatable for population tabulations.



New Mexico American Indian Geographies

29 Tribal areas (23 Federally recognized tribes)

Reservations and associated trust lands.

Joint Use areas

Three areas extend into other states.

Census Designated Place

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For Navajo Chapter Houses use Census Designated Places.



Data is part of
& Measured in…

The actual occurrence versus when the information is collected versus when the data are available.

Annual

Monthly

Quarterly

Bi-Annual

Every Other Year

Every 3 or 5 Years

Every 10 Years (Decennial)

Look for - Schedule of Release
Source – Date & Date of retrieval



American Community Survey
Geography and Time

•Areas of 65,000 or more have 
1-yr and 5-yr est.

•Census tracts (and block 
groups) have only 5-year est.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Final note on geography specifically for ACS data.



ACS - data.census.gov
No schooling completed Total 5,725

2022 American Community Survey 5 year estimates 
table B15002 Sex by Educational Attainment for the 
population 25 years and over.

https://data.census.gov/map/050XX00US35001$0600000,35001$1400000/ACSDT5Y2022/B15002/
B15002_003E?text=B15002&layer=VT_2022_140_00_PY_D1&loc=35.0446,-106.7512,z8.4985

Female 
Total 5,369 Male Total 6,136

https://data.census.gov/map/050XX00US35001$0600000,35001$1400000/ACSDT5Y2022/B15002/B15002_003E?text=B15002&layer=VT_2022_140_00_PY_D1&loc=35.0446,-106.7512,z8.4985


Quick Facts

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045222

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045222


Household 
Pulse Survey
https://www.census.gov/data-
tools/demo/hhp/#/

https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/hhp/#/


Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE)

https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/saipe/#/

All Ages in Poverty

https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/saipe/#/


LEHD OnTheMap

https://lehd.ces.census.gov/

https://lehd.ces.census.gov/


https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/b0341fa9b237456c9a9f1758c15cde8d/ Risk factors

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/b0341fa9b237456c9a9f1758c15cde8d/


Equity Data

https://www.census.gov/about/what/data-equity/tools.html

https://www.census.gov/about/what/data-equity/tools.html


My Community Explorer 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/13a111e06ad242fba0fb62f25199c7dd/page/Page-1/

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/13a111e06ad242fba0fb62f25199c7dd/page/Page-1/


Business Trends and Outlook Survey

https://www.census.gov/hfp/btos/data

https://www.census.gov/hfp/btos/data


New 
Business 
Applications

https://www.census.gov/econ/bfs/index.html

US Census Bureau Business 
Formation Statistics 
https://www.census.gov/econ/bfs/
index.html

https://www.census.gov/econ/bfs/index.html


BDS explorer

https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/bds-explorer.html
Answers questions on by business size of employment, firm age, business births & deaths 

https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/bds-explorer.html


Census Business Builder (CBB)

https://cbb.census.gov/cbb/

https://cbb.census.gov/cbb/


Thank You!

Contact Information:   Suzan Reagan, Sr Program Manager BBER – Data Bank

Phone:   (505) 277-3038  MTWF
Email: sreagan@unm.edu

Registration
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