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A Brief History

• Originally funded by CDC grant through the Utah Department of Health

• Designed by public health practitioners, for public health practitioners

• Wanted easy access to core public health datasets (birth and death 
certificates, health surveys, hospital and ED, notifiable diseases)

• Wanted to provide public health context along with the data. (What do 
the data mean? Why should we care?)

• Designed to be maintained by health department “business-side” 
staff (as opposed to an IT department)

• Designed to be shared with other state health departments



IBIS-PH* 
COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE

*Indicator-Based Information System for Public Health 
https://trac.ibisph.org

- State Health Departments
- Env Public Health Tracking
- Tribal Epi Center

United South 
and Eastern 
Tribes (USET), 
Nashville, TN

https://trac.ibisph.org/
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IBIS-PH Vision Statement

• All persons will have quick and easy access to up-to-date 
health data,

• for all priority health issues,
• presented in its public health context,
• for all populations of interest,
• with national benchmarks,
• at the smallest geography available,
• in a format that is engaging and easy to understand, and
• easy to print or download.
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DATA INFORMATION

• Analysis
• Visualization
• Context

Goal: Turn DATA into INFORMATION

…information that is relevant, meaningful, timely and useful for decision making, 
ultimately to enhance our ability to improve population health outcomes.
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The S.O.A.P. Model for Health 
Assessment

Clinical Assessment Community Assessment

Subjective
Presenting complaint, 
symptoms, pain, medical 
interview

Community members, advisory 
boards, CBOs, focus groups, key 
informants, qualitative surveys

Objective Physical examination, Heart 
rate, BP, Blood test, X-ray

Morbidity, mortality rates, 
quantitative survey data, socio-
economic status

Assessment What is the patient’s diagnosis? What are the priority health and 
safety issues?

Plan What treatment will be most 
effective?

What interventions will be most 
effective?
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A Tale of Two IBISes
• NM-IBIS v2.3 – Current 

production version:
• NM-IBIS v3.0 – Soon to be 

released:

https://ibis.state.health.nm.us

https://ibis.state.health.nm.us/
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Types of IBIS-PH Web Content:

•Health Indicator Reports provide charts, 
maps and full contextual information for 
specific health indicator data like Low Birth 
Weight, Diabetes Prevalence, etc. 
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Indicators Example: Healthy People 2030
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NM-IBIS Indicator Report
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NM-IBIS Indicator Report
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Types of IBIS-PH Content:

• Health Indicator Reports provide charts, maps and full contextual 
information for specific health indicator data like Low Birth Weight, 
Diabetes Prevalence, etc. 

•Community Reports provide a quick 
snapshot for multiple health indicator 
values for a given community.
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Community Reports
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Types of IBIS-PH Content:

• Health Indicator Reports provide charts, maps and full contextual 
information for specific health indicator data like Low Birth Weight, 
Diabetes Prevalence, etc. 

• Community Reports provide a quick snapshot of all health 
indicator values for a given community.

•Health Dataset Queries provide dynamic 
maps, charts, data tables, and some 
contextual information for public health 
datasets, such as vital records, health 
surveys, infectious disease and population 
estimates. 
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Health Dataset Queries
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BRFSS Dataset Query Result
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Types of IBIS-PH Content:

• Health Indicator Reports provide charts, maps and full contextual 
information for specific health indicator data like Low Birth Weight, 
Diabetes Prevalence, etc. 

• Community Reports provide a quick snapshot of all health 
indicator values for a given community.

• Health Dataset Queries provide dynamic maps, charts, data tables, 
and some contextual information for public health datasets, such 
as vital records, health surveys, infectious disease and population 
estimates. 

•Static Web Pages are traditional web pages 
that are typically used for welcome, contact 
us, and other general information pages.
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Types of IBIS-PH Content:

• Health Indicator Reports provide charts, maps and full contextual 
information for specific health indicator data like Low Birth Weight, 
Diabetes Prevalence, etc. 

• Community Reports provide a quick snapshot of all health indicator values 
for a given community.

• Health Dataset Queries provide dynamic maps, charts, data tables, and 
some contextual information for public health datasets, such as vital 
records, health surveys, infectious disease and population estimates. 

• Static Web Content Pages are traditional web pages that are typically 
used for welcome, contact us, and other general information pages. 

•Health Topics provide general overviews and 
contextual data for a given health topic (high 
level overviews) and guide users to website 
content on each topic.
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IBIS 3.0 Enhancements
• User experience. Guiding users to less complicated information (i.e., 

indicator reports and community profiles) first
• More attractive Topics pages, less clutter, links to data easier to see

• Multiple indicator report indexes and search capability

• Ability to export maps and graphs (no need for snipping tool/screenshots)

• Easier community reports with more options

• Better data storage
• “Data System” rather than just data access

• Stores data consistently across indicator reports and queries

• Stores historical data

• More options for data comparisons, data-driven features

• Easier maintenance (more automated views, fewer “lovingly hand-crafted”)
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Animated Time 
Series Maps
We’re NOT OVERWRITING 
our data every year 
anymore. Each year, we will 
ADD a new year of data. This 
will allow us to use the 
indicator data in time series 
animated maps like this 
one, where the user slides 
the button across years to 
see how the map changes 
over time. 



1190 S. St. Francis Drive • Santa Fe, NM 87505 • Phone: 505-827-2613 • Fax: 505-827-2530 • nmhealth.org

Embed Maps and Charts in Other Web Pages

• Create a story 
page using NM-
IBIS maps and 
charts from 
indicators or 
queries

• Data dashboard 
pages using 
indicator or query 
data 
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~ Thank You ~

Lois M. Haggard PhD
Community Health Assessment Program

Epidemiology and Response Division
New Mexico Department of Health

lois.haggard@state.nm.us
https://ibis.health.state.nm.us

mailto:lois.haggard@state.nm.us
https://ibis.health.state.nm.us/
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