
Census Product Update

20th Annual New Mexico Data User’s 
Conference 
November 15, 2018

Presented by: Eric Coyle
Data Dissemination Specialist
U.S. Census Bureau



Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic  Supplement
• 2017 Income, Poverty, and Health  Insurance Reports

American Community Survey

• 2017 1-year estimates release updates

Center for Enterprise Dissemination Services and Consumer Innovation (CEDSCI)

Additional New Tools and Resources 

Agenda

2



• Data are based on the  Current 
Population Survey’s  Annual Social 
and Economic  Supplement (CPS
ASEC).

• CPS ASEC is the official  source 
of national poverty  estimates.

• Official poverty estimates  are 
calculated in accordance  with 
OMB Statistical Policy  Directive
14.

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-
releases/2018/income-poverty.html
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https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2018/income-poverty.html


• Includes Current Population Survey (CPS) 
and American Community Survey (ACS) 
data.

• ACS is the recommended source for 
smaller populations and levels of 
geography.
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Real Median Household Income: 1967 to 2017

Note: The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the 
redesigned income questions. Income  rounded to nearest $100.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2018 Annual 
Social and Economic Supplements.
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Median household income was
$61,400 in 2017, an increase in  
real terms of 1.8 percent from  the 
2016 median of $60,300. This is 
the third consecutive annual 
increase in median household 
income.



Poverty Rate and Number in Poverty: 1959 to2017

Note: The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the 
redesigned income questions.  Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current 
Population Survey, 1960 to 2018 Annual Social and Economic  
Supplements.
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The official poverty rate in 2017  
was 12.3 percent, down 0.4  
percentage points from 2016. In  
2017, there were 39.7 million  
people in poverty, not  statistically 
different from the  number in 
poverty in 2016.



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2017 and 2018 
Annual Social and  Economic Supplements.

Comparison of SPM Poverty Estimates: 2016 and 2017
(In Percent)
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The Supplemental Poverty  
Measure (SPM) rate in 2017 was
13.9 percent. This is not  
statistically different from the  
2016 SPM rate of 14.0 percent.



*Military health care includes TRICARE and CHAMPVA (Civilian Health 
and Medical  Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs) as well 
as care provided by the  Department of Veterans Affairs and the 
military.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2018 Annual Social 
and Economic  Supplement.

Percentage of People by Type of Health Insurance Coverage: 2017
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The percentage of people without  
health insurance coverage for the  
entire calendar year was 8.8  
percent, or 28.5 million people.
The uninsured rate and number of  
uninsured in 2017 were not  
statistically different from 2016.
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American Community Survey
•2017 1-year estimates release updates



September 13th

• 2017 ACS 1-year public release
• Detailed Tables

• Summary Tables

• ACS Data Tools (My Congressional District,  
QuickFacts, API)

• State and Metro Area Graphics

• Pre-Recorded Soundbites

• Infographics and Visualizations
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https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2018/acs-1year.html

American Community Survey – Latest Releases

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2018/acs-1year.html


American Community Survey – Latest Releases

October 11, 2018

• 2017 ACS 1-year Supplemental Estimates Documentation Released
• Guidance for Data Users: Learn more about when to use 1-year, 1-year supplemental, and 5-year 

estimates.
• Geography and ACS: View the geographic areas with published data for the 1-year Supplemental 

Estimates.
• Modified Tables: View 2017 table changes for a description of this year's modified table.
• Table Shells: View the layout of tables (without the estimates or margins of error filled in) by 

exploring the 1-year Supplemental Estimates table shells.

• Select Documentation Released for PUMS Files
• Supporting documentation has been released to help users prepare for the release of the 2017 

ACS 1-year PUMS files. New this year: the PUMS Data Dictionary will be available in a new file 
format (.csv) in response to data user requests for a machine-readable format.
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/estimates.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs/areas-published.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-changes/2017/1-year-supplemental.html
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/table_shells/2017/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/pums/documentation.html


October 18, 2018

• 2017 ACS 1-year Supplemental Estimates Released 
• 2017 ACS 1-year Supplemental Estimates are available in American FactFinder and the 

API.
• 2017 ACS 1-year Supplemental Estimates are based on data collected from January 1, 

2017 to December 31, 2017.
• 2017 ACS 1-year Supplemental Estimates are available for geographic areas with 

populations of 20,000 or more.

• 2017 ACS 1-year PUMS Files and Additional Documentation Released 
• 2017 ACS 1-year PUMS files are now available in American FactFinder, the FTP site, and 

DataFerrett.
• Additional PUMS documentation, including the PUMS ReadMe, Accuracy of the PUMS, 

and PUMS Estimates for User Verification, has been released to help users with the 
release of the 2017 ACS 1-year PUMS files.
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American Community Survey – Latest Releases

https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/navigation/1.0/en/d_program:ACS/d_dataset:ACS_17_SPL/
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/ACS-supplemental-data.html
https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/navigation/1.0/en/d_dataset:ACS_17_1YR/d_product_type:PUMS
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/pums/2017/
http://dataferrett.census.gov/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/pums/documentation.html
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*Selected Geographic Areas Published in the 2017 
ACS 1-year and 5-year estimates

*Not all geographies listed



ACS Changes to Data Collection Methods
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• Previous years included Computer Assisted Telephone Interviews (CATI) for non-
response

• CATI was eliminated in October 2017 due to increasing cost

• Respondent burden was significantly reduced

• Negligible impact to data quality

• Telephone Questionnaire Assistance (TQA) and Failed Edit Follow Up (FEFU) 
operations were not changed

https://census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/updates.2017.html

https://census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/updates.2017.html


ACS New Tables
Group Quarters

• Two new Subject Tables have replaced S2601B

• S2602: Characteristics of the Group Quarters  
Population by Group Quarters Type  (3 Types)

• S2603: Characteristics of the Group Quarters  
Population by Group Quarters Type  (5 Types)

• 55 new Detailed Tables as source tables for the new  
Subject Tables

https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/table_shells/2017/
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https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/table_shells/2017/


2017 Table: S2603 Characteristics of the 
Group  Quarters Population By Group Quarters 
Type (5 Types)
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ACS New Tables (continued)

Citizen Voting-Age Population

• B29001: Citizen, Voting-Age Population by Age

• B29002: Citizen, Voting-Age Population by Educational  
Attainment

• B29003: Citizen, Voting-Age Population by Poverty  
Status

• B29004: Median Household Income for Households  
with a Citizen, Voting-Age Householder (in 2017  
Inflation-Adjusted Dollars)

• S2901: Citizen, Voting-Age Population by Selected  
Characteristics

TableID Line Number Description

B29001 CITIZEN, VOTING-AGE POPULATION BY AGE

B29001 Universe: Citizens 18 years and over

B29001 1 Total:

B29001 2 18 to 29 years

B29001 3 30 to 44 years

B29001 4 45 to 64 years

B29001 5 65 years and over

17

https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/table_shells/2017/

https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/table_shells/2017/


Future ACS Data Releases
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2013-2017 ACS 5-Year Estimates (All geographic areas)

• Tuesday, December 4:

• Thursday, December 6:

Embargo Begins  

Public Release

Public Use Microdata Sample Files (PUMS)

• January 17, 2019: 2013-2017 5-Year PUMS File

2013-2017 Variance Replicate Estimates

• January 17, 2019: Public Release

https://census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases/2017/release-schedule.html

https://census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases/2017/release-schedule.html


ACS Website

census.gov/acs
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/


Why We Ask

https://www.census.gov/acs/www/about/why-we-ask-each-question/
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https://www.census.gov/acs/www/about/why-we-ask-each-question/


Data Tell Stories. Tell Us Yours!

Your story

Your outcome  Your 

data details
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https://www.census.gov/acs/www/share-your-story/

https://www.census.gov/acs/www/share-your-story/
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Center for Enterprise Dissemination Services and 
Consumer Innovation (CEDSCI)



Census Bureau Online History

1990 
Decennial 
Lookup

1994

MABLE / Geo 
Correspondence 

Engine

1994

DataFerrett
(HTML)

1995

American 
FactFinder

1999

DataFerrett
(Java)

1999

SAIPE
Table Viewer

2004

American 
FactFinder 2

2011

Open API

2012

WebMapper &
TIGERWeb

2012

Quarterly 
Workforce 

Indicators & 
On the Map

2006

QuickFacts

2000

PopClock

1997

CenStats 
(USA 

Counties)

1996

Census.gov

1994
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The Census Bureau has A LOT of data.
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And, the Census Bureau has MANY tools for

disseminating its data.

4



Solution: Enterprise Dissemination

Streamline users access to data

Maintain the best of our current tools 

Reduce redundancies and operational costs

Provide greater access to Census Bureau API
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Moving from Before to After

2
7



The New 
Dissemination 
Platform: 

How It All Works
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The Preview Site: data.census.gov

11

https://data.census.gov/


Future Integration Points



Upcoming Milestones
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• Dual release with 
AFF: 2017 
American 
Community 
Survey 5-Year

• Continue to 
enhance 
functionality

December 2018

• Release 2018 
End to End Test

• Support and/or  
streamline other 
dissemination 
tools

Spring 2019

• Move to new 
platform being 
“primary” with 
AFF as an 
archive.

Summer 2019

• Release 2017 
Economic 
Census

• Additional 
programs/ 
surveys continue 
to be on-
boarded.

Fall 2019



Fall 2018 Goals
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Goal Focus

Support basic dissemination 
functionality

• Search and Relevancy
• View and customize table
• Add more data
• Performance

Support Decennial 2018 End to End 
Test

• SF1 with support across all geographies
• Embargo
• Information Access (Download/Table)

Continue dual dissemination with 
American FactFinder

Basic dissemination functionality is available for GCT, GRT, 
Iterative Products, Tier 1 Products, and Geo components



Capabilities

Search

• Census.gov 
Integration

• Search and 
Relevancy

• Advanced Search
• Results Pages

Data Profiles

• Geo Profiles
• Topic Profiles
• Industry Profiles

Data Visualizations

• Display and Customize 
graphs and charts

• Share and Export

Developer Experience

• Pattern Library
• Query Builder
• Unified API

Search & Discovery Information Access

Table Map

• Table Viewer
• Download
• Share and Export

• Select geographies on a 
map

• Thematically map data
• Reference map
• Share and Export

User Login

• Internal Login
• Embargo 

Process/Login

API

• Geo Access
• Data Access



Our Development Depends on YOUR Feedback

Check out our preview platform at data.census.gov and provide 
comments at cedsci.feedback@census.gov.
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Additional New Tools and Resources 



 Receive weekly Data Gems.
These short “how-to” videos are an easy and quick way to increase your 
knowledge of Census data. Get them in your inbox! 

 Get access to our data courses.
You will learn-at-your-own-pace with these video-tutorials designed for different 
skill levels.  

 Interact with our instructors via webinars. 
Learn about our data releases and tools while attending these live virtual classes. 

 Bring our data experts to you.
Request free workshops and webinars for your organization: 
census.askdata@census.gov 

 Take part in this community
Share your feedback and ideas for our educational content:
Census.academy@census.gov  

Census.gov/Academy: Visit and Subscribe

https://census.gov/academy
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mailto:census.askdata@census.gov
mailto:Census.academy@census.gov
https://census.gov/academy


New Data Visualization Tools
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2017 ACS Data Wheel

Response Outreach Area Mapper

Census Engagement Navigator

census.gov/library/visualizations
/interactive/engagement

census.gov/roam

census.gov/library/visualizations/
interactive/2017-data-wheel

census.gov/library/visualizations

https://census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/engagement.html?
https://www.census.gov/roam?
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2017-data-wheel.html
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations.html


Post-Secondary Employment 
Outcomes (PSEO) (Beta)

(PSEO)
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 Experimental tabulations 

 Earnings and employment outcomes for college & university 

graduates by degree level, degree major, and post-secondary 

institution.

 Sate-of-the-art confidentiality protection mechanisms to protect 

the underlying data

 Data sharing partnerships between universities, university 

systems, State DOE, State Labor Market Information offices, and 

the U.S. Census Bureau

 Data are currently only available for post-graduate institutions 

whose transcript data has been made available to Census Bureau 

through a data-sharing agreement (Texas & Colorado)

Download Public-Use Data

Two classes of files for Graduate Earnings tabulations:

 Comprehensive dataset, which includes all institutions and 

crossings.

 Earnings for each system, which is a subset of the above release.

https://lehd.ces.census.gov/data/pseo_beta_viz.html


The latest news releases and 

statements from the U.S. 

Census Bureau. Also, find 

upcoming events, and useful 

information for media
census.gov/newsroom.html 

Featured stories on various 

topics such as families, 

housing, employment, 

business, education, the 

economy, emergency 

preparedness, and population
census.gov/AmericaCounts

Stay Current 

This blog gives the director's 

point of view on everything from 

Census Bureau news to how we 

measure America's people, 

places and economy. 
census.gov/newsroom/blogs/direct

or.html

Provides links to timely story 

ideas highlighting the Census 

Bureau's newsworthy statistics 

that relate to current events, 

observances, holidays, and 

anniversaries
census.gov/newsroom/stories.html

census.gov/newsroom/facts-for-
features.html

NEWSROOM

AMERICA COUNTS

DIRECTOR’S BLOG

STATS FOR STORIES
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https://www.census.gov/newsroom.html
https://www.census.gov/AmericaCounts
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/director.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/stories.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/facts-for-features.html


Sign up for and manage alerts at
https://public.govdelivery.com/acco

unts/USCENSUS/subscriber/new

More information on the 

American Community Survey: 
https://www.census.gov/acs

Stay Connected 

Census (Non-media inquiries) 

800-923-8282

Public Information Office (Media) 

301-763-3030

facebook.com/uscensusbureau

twitter.com/uscensusbureau

youtube.com/user/uscensusbureau

instagram.com/uscensusbureau/

pinterest.com/uscensusbureau/

linkedin.com/company/us-census-bureau
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS/subscriber/new
http://www.census.gov/acs
https://www.facebook.com/uscensusbureau
https://twitter.com/uscensusbureau
https://www.youtube.com/user/uscensusbureau
https://www.instagram.com/uscensusbureau/
https://www.pinterest.com/uscensusbureau/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/us-census-bureau


U.S. Census Bureau

Data Dissemination Specialist

Eric Coyle
(702) 236-3202 

eric.a.coyle@census.gov

Additional Assistance:

Toll-free number:
1-844-ASK-DATA (1-844-275-2342)

census.askdata@census.gov

Additional Resources:
Want Free Training?
Need Local Stats?
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mailto:eric.a.coyle@census.gov
mailto:Census.askdata@census.gov

