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Agenda 

• Census Geography 
• Urban/Rural Definitions 
• County-based Demographics 
• 2020 Census 
• Questions 
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1950:  urbanized areas of 50,000+ adopted. 
2000:  urban clusters of 2,500-49,999 adopted. 



Census Bureau designated Urban Areas 

5 

• Delineated decennially 
 

• Two types of urban areas: 
– Urbanized Areas (UAs) of 50,000 or more 

people 
– Urban Clusters (UCs) of at least 2,500 and 

less than 50,000 people 
 



2000 
Population 

2000 
Percent 

2010 
Population 

2010 
Percent 

Urban 222,360,539 79.0 249,253,271 80.7 

       Urbanized Area 192,323,824 68.3 219,922,123 71.2 

       Urban Cluster   30,036,715 10.7   29,331,148   9.5 

Rural   59,061,367 21.0   59,492,267 19.3 

Urban and Rural Population 
 in the United States:  2000 and 2010 
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Land Area 
percent 

Population  
percent 

Urban 3.0 80.7 

Rural 97.0 19.3 

Rural Land Area vs. Rural Population: 2010 
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Urban/Rural Population:  New Mexico 
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Percent Rural 
 

2000: 25.0% 
2010: 22.6% 
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Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Areas 
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• Defined by U.S. Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) 

• County Level 
• Metropolitan Statistical Areas 

• associated with at least one urbanized area with 50,000 
population 

• adjacent counties having a high degree of social and economic 
integration with the core as measured through commuting ties 

• Micropolitan Statistical Areas 
• associated with at least one urban cluster of at least 10,000 

population 
• adjacent counties having a high degree of social and economic 

integration with the core as measured through commuting ties 
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USDA Rural Classifications 
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• County Level 
• Rural-Urban Continuum Codes 
 

• Sub-County Level 
• Frontier and Remote Areas Codes 

 

 



Rural-Urban Continuum Codes 
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• 2013 (update planned for mid-2023) 
• Based on OMB Metropolitan and Micropolitan 

categories 
• Metropolitan counties by the population size of their 

metro area 
• Nonmetropolitan counties by degree of urbanization and 

adjacency to a metro area 
• Subdivided into three metro and six nonmetro 

categories 
• Every county assigned one of the 9 codes 

 

 



Rural-Urban Continuum Codes 
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Code Description 
M

et
ro

 

1 Counties in metro areas of 1 million population or more 

2 Counties in metro areas of 250,000 to 1 million population 

3 Counties in metro areas of fewer than 250,000 population 

M
ic

ro
 

4 Urban population of 20,000 or more, adjacent to a metro area 

5 Urban population of 20,000 or more, not adjacent to a metro area 

6 Urban population of 2,500 to 19,999, adjacent to a metro area 

7 Urban population of 2,500 to 19,999, not adjacent to a metro area 

8 Completely rural or less than 2,500 urban population, adjacent to a metro area 

9 Completely rural or less than 2,500 urban population, not adjacent to a metro area 
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Frontier and Remote Area Codes 
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• ESRI zip code area level 
• Based on different population thresholds  
• Meant to reflect likely access to high order services (level one), low 

order services (level four), and intermediate order services (levels 
two and three) 
 

 
Level Description 

1 Rural areas and urban areas up to 50,000 people that are 60 minutes or more from an urban area of 50,000 or more 
people 

2 Rural areas and urban areas up to 25,000 people that are: 45 minutes or more from an urban area of 25,000-49,999 
people; and 60 minutes or more from an urban area of 50,000 or more people 

3 Rural areas and urban areas up to 10,000 people that are: 30 minutes or more from an urban area of 10,000-24,999; 45 
minutes or more from an urban area of 25,000-49,999 people; and 60 minutes or more from an urban area of 50,000 or 
more people 

4 Rural areas that are: 15 minutes or more from an urban area of 2,500-9,999 people; 30 minutes or more from an urban 
area of 10,000-24,999 people; 45 minutes or more from an urban area of 25,000-49,999 people; and 60 minutes or 
more from an urban area of 50,000 or more people 
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Areas outside settlements 

Settlements by population size 

Small Medium Large 

500 – 5,000 5,000 – 50,000 >50,000 
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High Density >1,500 

    

Town Urban Centre 

Medium 
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300 – 1,500 

Not Applicable 

Village 
Suburb & Urban 
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Low Density 50 – 300 

  

Rural Dispersed 
Areas 

      

Very Low 
Density 

<50 
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Uninhabited 
Areas 

        

 Refined Degree of Urbanisation 
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What is “rural?” What characterizes “rurality?” 
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• Low population density 
• Small numbers of people 
• Low levels of urbanization/urban population 
• Distance from/proximity to [larger] urban centers 
• Isolation and remoteness 

 
Rural often is defined as the residual. This could be “not 
urban” or “not metropolitan” in a dichotomous classification, 
or what remains after all other categories in a multi-category 
classification have been defined. 

 
 
 

 

 



Rural New Mexico 

• Completely Rural: 100% of population lives in areas that have 
lower population density with <1,000 people per square mile 
(Harding County) 

• Mostly Rural: 50.1% to 99.9% of the population lives in areas 
with lower population density (Taos County) 

• Rural/Urban: Counties with populations < 50,000 people that 
have >50% of people in higher population density (Los Alamos 
County) 

• Mostly Urban: Counties with Populations > 50,000 people that 
have >50% of people in higher population density (San Juan 
County) 
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2020 Urban Areas and Future 

• 2020 Urban Areas Delineation Criteria 
 

• How to define a Rural Statistical Area? 
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Questions?  Comments? 

Contact information: 
 

Jennifer Zanoni 
301-763-5647 
Jennifer.zanoni@census.gov 
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• American Fact Finder 
• https://factfinder.census.gov/ 

 
• Am I Rural tool 

• https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/am-i-rural 
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