What is Rural?

An Overview of Urban/Rural Geographies
and Classifications
Jennifer Zanoni

Geography Division
U.S. Census Bureau

Albuquerque, New Mexico
November 15, 2018

USDptm thmm
dSttt s Adm tt

United States”

Census :

o Bureau

Q



Agenda

e Census Geography

e Urban/Rural Definitions

e County-based Demographics
* 2020 Census

e Questions
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Urban Population as a Percentage of Total US Population, 1790-2010
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1950: urbanized areas of 50,000+ adopted.

2000: urban clusters of 2,500-49,999 adopted.
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Census Bureau designated Urban Areas

 Delineated decennially

e Two types of urban areas:
— Urbanized Areas (UAs) of 50,000 or more
people
— Urban Clusters (UCs) of at least 2,500 and
less than 50,000 people
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Urban and Rural Population
In the United States: 2000 and 2010

2000 2000 2010 2010
Population Percent Population Percent

Urban 222,360,539 79.0 249,253,271 80.7
Urbanized Area 192,323,824  68.3 219,922,123 71.2
Urban Cluster 30,036,715 10.7 29,331,148 9.5
Rural 59,061,367 21.0 59,492,267 19.3
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Urbanized Areas and Urban Clusters: 2010
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Rural Land Area vs. Rural Population: 2010

Land Area Population
percent percent

Urban 3.0 80.7
Rural 97.0 19.3
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2010 New Mexico Urban Areas
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Urban/Rural Population: New Mexico
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Urbanized Area

I:l Incorporated Place :
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Albuquerque
Incorporated
Place
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Albuguerque, NM Urbanized Area
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Qualifying Urban Area

Qualifying Blocks
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: Albuguerque, NM Urbanized Area
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: Albuguerque, NM Urbanized Area

Qualifying Urban Area
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: Albuguerque, NM Urbanized Area e il

- Qualifying Urban Area 1
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: Albuguerque, NM Urbanized Area
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Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Areas

« Defined by U.S. Office of Management and Budget
(OMB)

e County Level

 Metropolitan Statistical Areas
e associated with at least one urbanized area with 50,000
population

e adjacent counties having a high degree of social and economic
Integration with the core as measured through commuting ties

e Micropolitan Statistical Areas

e associated with at least one urban cluster of at least 10,000
population

» adjacent counties having a high degree of social and economic
Integration with the core as measured through commuting ties

U.S. Department of Commerce
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New MeXxico Metropolitan and Micropolitan Areas 2017

- Metropolitan
- Micropolitan
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USDA Rural Classifications

e County Level
e Rural-Urban Continuum Codes

e Sub-County Level
 Frontier and Remote Areas Codes

U.S. Department of Commerce
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Rural-Urban Continuum Codes

e 2013 (update planned for mid-2023)

 Based on OMB Metropolitan and Micropolitan
categories

* Metropolitan counties by the population size of their
metro area

 Nonmetropolitan counties by degree of urbanization and
adjacency to a metro area

e Subdivided into three metro and six nonmetro
categories
e Every county assigned one of the 9 codes

U.S. Department of Commerce

Economics and Statistics Administration

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU
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Rural-Urban Continuum Codes

-

1 Counties in metro areas of 1 million population or more
o
g 2 Counties in metro areas of 250,000 to 1 million population
3 Counties in metro areas of fewer than 250,000 population
4 Urban population of 20,000 or more, adjacent to a metro area
5 Urban population of 20,000 or more, not adjacent to a metro area
5 6 Urban population of 2,500 to 19,999, adjacent to a metro area
S
= : :
7 Urban population of 2,500 to 19,999, not adjacent to a metro area
8 Completely rural or less than 2,500 urban population, adjacent to a metro area
9 Completely rural or less than 2,500 urban population, not adjacent to a metro area
United States” | U.S.Department of Commerce
Cen su s Economics and Statistics Administration
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

census.gov 26
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New Mexico Rural-Urban Continuum Codes: 2013
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Frontier and Remote Area Codes

« ESRI zip code area level

« Based on different population thresholds

» Meant to reflect likely access to high order services (level one), low
order services (level four), and intermediate order services (levels
two and three)

1 Rural areas and urban areas up to 50,000 people that are 60 minutes or more from an urban area of 50,000 or more
people
2 Rural areas and urban areas up to 25,000 people that are: 45 minutes or more from an urban area of 25,000-49,999

people; and 60 minutes or more from an urban area of 50,000 or more people

3 Rural areas and urban areas up to 10,000 people that are: 30 minutes or more from an urban area of 10,000-24,999; 45
minutes or more from an urban area of 25,000-49,999 people; and 60 minutes or more from an urban area of 50,000 or
more people

4 Rural areas that are: 15 minutes or more from an urban area of 2,500-9,999 people; 30 minutes or more from an urban

area of 10,000-24,999 people; 45 minutes or more from an urban area of 25,000-49,999 people; and 60 minutes or
more from an urban area of 50,000 or more people

e n S u S Economics and Statistics Administration

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU
o Bureau
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FAR Codes

- Mo Data

Mot FAR
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New Mexico Frontier and Remote Codes

cUnited States™

ensus

e Bureau

U.S. Department of Commerce
Economics and Statistics Administration
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

census.gov

29




Refined Degree of Urbanisation

Settlements by population size
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s
- Mostly Uninhabited Rural

- Suburbs and Urban Edges
- Urban Centres

New Mexico Degree of Urbanisation
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FCC Fixed Residential Internet Connections: 200 kbps

Percent of Households
0

1- 20%
B =0 - s0%
I - so%
- =0
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FCC Fixed Residential Internet Connections: 10 mbps

Percent of Households
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How long does it take to download??

17 h 200 kbps
47 min =
10 mbps
S
=
33
min
41.7
1 SD;é sec 1.3
o sSec
Book (1 mb in size) Mowvie (6144 mb in size) Song (4 mb in size)
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What is “rural?” What characterizes “rurality?”

 Low population density

 Small numbers of people

e Low levels of urbanization/urban population

e Distance from/proximity to [larger] urban centers

* |solation and remoteness

Rural often is defined as the residual. This could be “not
urban” or “not metropolitan” in a dichotomous classification,
or what remains after all other categories in a multi-category
classification have been defined.

U.S. Department of Commerce
Economics and Statistics Administration
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU
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Rural New Mexico

* Completely Rural: 100% of population lives in areas that have
lower population density with <1,000 people per square mile
(Harding County)

50.1% to 99.9% of the population lives in areas
with lower population density (Taos County)

 Rural/Urban: Counties with populations < 50,000 people that
have >50% of people in higher population density (Los Alamos
County)

e Mostly Urban: Counties with Populations > 50,000 people that
have >50% of people in higher population density (San Juan
County)

U.S. Department of Commerce

Economics and Statistics Administration

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU
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New Mexico Urban/Rural County Classifications

- Completely Rural
[ | mosty Rural
- RuralUrban
- Mostly Urban
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MAIN  COMMUNITYFACTS = GUIDED SEARCH | ADVANCEDSEARCH  DOWNLOAD CENTER

Search - Use the options on the left (topics, geographies, ...) to narrow your search results

| To search for tables and other files in American FactFinder:

"Your Selections' is empty

load search | - save search Enter search terms and an optional geography and click GO
topic or table name _ state, county or place (optional)
Search using the options below: 0
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(age, income, year, dataset, ..)

Geographies ’ =0h=
(states, counties, places, ...)
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(rce, 1, ibe) + the Search Results are updated

Industry Codes ’
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+ the Search Results are updated

Select one or more Search Results and click View

. EEQ Occupation Codes b
(executives, analysts, ..)
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To search for tables and other files in American FactFinder:
"Your Selections' is empty

load search | save search

Select Geographies

Address

Search using the options below:

Select geographies to add to Your Selections 0

Topics ’
(age, income, year, dataset, ..)

. Select from: (® most requested geographic types () all geographic types

Geographies v )
(states, counties, places, ...) . Select a geographic type:

| —select a geographic type — v

Race and Ethnic Groups
P ’ ‘ Didn't find your geographic type? Click the 'all geographic types' radio button above, or try the Name, Address or Map geography search options instead.
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Search - Use the options on the left (topics, geographies, ...) to narrow your search results

Your Selections

Search using...
United States
United States €
State

New Mexico )

County
Al Counties within New Mexico )

clear all selections and
start a new search

load search | save search

Search using the options below:

Topics
(age, income, year, dataset, ...)

Geographies ’
(states, counties, places, ...)

Race and Ethnic Groups ’
(race, ancestry, fribe)

Industry Codes ’
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Search Results: 1-25 of 36,035 tables and other products match "Your Selections’

per page:

Select Topics

Select Topics to add to "Your Selections’ O

+ People

+ Housing

+ Business and Industry

+ Year

+ Product Type

+ Program

= Dataset
2017 ACS 1-year estimates (1,216)
2017 Population Estimates (6)
2016 ACS 5+year estimates (373)
2016 ACS 1-year estimates (1,208)

2016 ACS 1-year Supplemental Estimates (57)

2016 Business Patiems (2)

2016 Nonemployer Statistics (1)
2016 Population Estimates (11)
2015 ACS 5+year estimates (973)
2015 ACS 1-year estimates (1,205)

2015 ACS 1-year Supplemental Estimates (57)
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) Include archived products in your search ()
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OPULATION BY REGION OF BIRTH: ASIA
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2017 ACS 1-year estimates
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2017 ACS 1-year estimates
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Although the American Community Survey (ACS) produces population, demographic and housing unit estimates, it is the Census Bureau's Population Estimates Program that produces and disseminates the official estimates of the population for the nation, states, counties, cities and towns and
estimates of housing units for states and counties.
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rsior i of i SR, lew e . LN A
table are available 1 Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
for the following % Margin|
years: of Margin of Margin of Margin of Margin of Margin of Margin of Margin of Margin of
SN 36 Subject | Estimate  Eror  Estimate  Erer | Estimate | Emor | Estimate  Eror | Estmate  Emor | Estmate Emor Estimate Error |Estimate| of Error Estimate Error
o Total population 316,558,162 = 156165322 +-6.427 | 161792840 +/-6.432 | 2082669 10351440 +-762[ 1051229 | 4762 6TATTT| | 330751| +67| 344026| +-7
AGE .
gg:g Under 5 years 6.2% 4.1 6.5% +0.1] 60% +O1| 64%  HO1|  67%  #01|  62% 401 6%  +01| 64%| +01  59% +O1
i 5109 years BA% | +A1 7% +MA1 62%| #4016  401|  T0%  #01|  B7% 401 65%  +02| 68%| 02 62% 402
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2010 2010 24 years 7.1% 4.1 7.4% +0.1 6.8% 01| 72%|  w01|  7E%  wD1|  68% 401 7A% | HO1| 73%| HO1|  68% +01
2009 2510 29 years 9%+ 1%+t 67%|  #01|  67%| 01| T0% s BA% 401 77% w04 T9%| 01 74% 01|
3010 34 years 6.7% 4.1 6.9% +01] 66%|  +O1| 66%  +O1| 67%  +01| 64% 401 73%  +01| 75%| #01  T1% +01
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Educational Attainment: HS Degree
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Median Income
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Median Income

New Mexico Completely Rural Mostly Rural Rural/Urban Mostly Urban
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Monthly Housing Costs
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Sante Fe County, New Mexico

County Median Income: $55,370

$40,000 - $49,999

|| $50.000 - $59,999
I $60,000 - $69,999
- More than $70,000
|:| Less than $40,000
$40,000 - $49,099
- $50,000 - $59,999
B 560,000 - 569,999
- More than $70,000

0 5 10 20
 — NS

Rural

Urban

United States” | U.S.Department of Commerce

Economics and Statistics Administration
u U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

e Bureau census.gov

57




2020 Urban Areas and Future

¢ 2020 Urban Areas Delineation Criteria

e How to define a Rural Statistical Area?
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Questions? Comments?

- ~ Contact information:
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e American Fact Finder
e https://factfinder.census.gov/

e Am | Rural tool
e https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/am-i-rural
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