
 
 

 
Statistics in Schools 

www.census.gov/schools 



Census in Schools 2000 and 2010 
Program in U.S. and Puerto Rico and the  
Island Areas (Guam, American Samoa,  
the Northern Mariana Islands, and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands) 
  
 Printed maps  
 Kits and lessons  
 CIS Week materials 
 Family take-home pages 
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Statistics in Schools Overview 
• A free program (www.census.gov/schools) offering real census 

data, tools, and standards based activities for K-12 classrooms. 
 

• Increase statistical literacy  
 

• Establish a connection now with the  
next generation of census respondents.  
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http://www.census.gov/schools


Key Messages 
1. There is a need for greater statistics knowledge in today’s data-

driven economy. 
2. Statistics in Schools introduces statistics beyond math classes. 
3. All Statistics in Schools activities were created by teachers, for 

teachers. 
4. Statistics in Schools is a product of the U.S. Census Bureau. 
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“It’s becoming increasingly difficult to define who is and is not included in America’s modern 
STEM – or science, technology, engineering and math – workforce, simply because technical 
proficiency is becoming mandatory in a diverse body of occupations.”  
– Andrew Soergel, U.S. News & World Report 



Partnerships 
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“Empowering students to be educated consumers of data.” 

https://www.socialstudies.org/


English Activities 

Census Data at Work 
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History Activities 

Primary Source Analysis 
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Math Activities 
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Sociology Activities 

Poverty in America 



Geography Activities 

14 

Examining Environmental Changes 

Geographic Scavenger Hunt 

Agricultural Density 



Resources 

State Facts for Students 
Data Tool 

Fun Facts Handouts 
& Teaching Guides 

5-Minute Warm-Up Challenges 



Scavenger Hunt: Where is Gina The 
Geographer?  
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Students will participate in an online scavenger hunt 
based on a story that a geographer named Gina, who 
loves to travel, has escaped to an undisclosed location. 
It is their mission to bring her back to the school. 
Students must follow a series of clues about the 
location including landmarks, weather, and 
population—and use a U.S. Census Bureau data tool 
called State Facts for Students to answer questions that 
lead them one step closer to finding Gina. 
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Possible States/Territories 
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1 Texas 

2 Louisiana 

3 Mississippi 

4 Alabama 

5 Florida 

6 Georgia 

7 South Carolina 

8 Puerto Rico 

9 U.S. Virgin Islands 



Clue:  I have a sweet tooth and eat candy 
maybe a little more often than I should 
(don’t tell my dentist!). This state/territory 
had only one candy and nut store in 2016, so 
I knew I couldn’t go there. Which 
state/territory can you eliminate? 
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Possible States/Territories 

23 

1 Texas 

2 Louisiana 

3 Mississippi 

4 Alabama 

5 Florida 

6 Georgia 

7 South Carolina 

8 Puerto Rico 

9 U.S. Virgin Islands 



Clue:  Let’s talk about another place where I am not 
hiding! An important part of the culture of people who 
live in this state/territory is language. I wish I spoke 
Spanish, but I don’t. Although many people in this 
state/territory speak both English and Spanish, I was 
still worried that it may have been hard for me to 
communicate with everyone I met there. If I lived in the 
capital city, San Juan, it could have been easier to get 
around, but I ultimately decided to go elsewhere. 
Which state/territory can you cross off your list? 
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Possible States/Territories 

25 

1 Texas 

2 Louisiana 

3 Mississippi 

4 Alabama 

5 Florida 

6 Georgia 

7 South Carolina 

8 Puerto Rico 

9 U.S. Virgin Islands 



Clue:  Zoos and botanical gardens are important to me 
because I am an animal lover. I also love nature! So I 
escaped somewhere that has a lot of zoos and gardens. 
Of the states/territories left, which can you eliminate 
because it has the fewest zoos and gardens, according 
to the most recent data (2016)? And how many are 
there? 

26 



Possible States/Territories 

27 

1 Texas 

2 Louisiana 

3 Mississippi 

4 Alabama 

5 Florida 

6 Georgia 

7 South Carolina 

8 Puerto Rico 

9 U.S. Virgin Islands 



Clue:  This large state/territory has a lot of fast-food 
restaurants compared with some other 
states/territories—a grand total of 20,174 (as of 2016). 
I try to eat healthy most of the time (aside from a 
sweet now and again), so I knew I’d prefer a location 
where there weren’t as many places to get hamburgers 
and fries. Which state/territory can you eliminate now? 

28 



Possible States/Territories 

29 

1 Texas 

2 Louisiana 

3 Mississippi 

4 Alabama 

5 Florida 

6 Georgia 

7 South Carolina 

8 Puerto Rico 

9 U.S. Virgin Islands 



Clue:  This state/territory had only two ice cream and 
frozen dessert makers in 2016, which is a small amount 
compared with other places. Although I usually try to 
eat healthy, I love to treat myself to ice cream every 
once in a while, so I knew I’d rather go somewhere that 
had more ice cream makers! This state/territory also 
has less than 150 persons per square mile. Which 
state/territory can you cross off your list? 
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Possible States/Territories 

31 

1 Texas 

2 Louisiana 

3 Mississippi 

4 Alabama 

5 Florida 

6 Georgia 

7 South Carolina 

8 Puerto Rico 

9 U.S. Virgin Islands 



Clue:  I brought my dog along on my journey, so I 
wanted to make sure I had a lot of options for pet 
and pet supply stores once we reached our 
destination. Which state/territory can you 
eliminate because it has the fewest pet and pet 
supply stores of the four states/territories that 
remain (as of 2016)? And how many are there? 
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Possible States/Territories 

33 

1 Texas 

2 Louisiana 

3 Mississippi 

4 Alabama 

5 Florida 

6 Georgia 

7 South Carolina 

8 Puerto Rico 

9 U.S. Virgin Islands 



Clue:  I love being around people, so I knew I 
would rather live somewhere with a high 
population. Looking at the three states/territories 
that are left, which one can you eliminate 
because it has the lowest population (as of 2017)? 
And what is that population? 
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Possible States/Territories 

35 

1 Texas 

2 Louisiana 

3 Mississippi 

4 Alabama 

5 Florida 

6 Georgia 

7 South Carolina 

8 Puerto Rico 

9 U.S. Virgin Islands 



Clue:  You’re getting really warm now! Only two 
options left. I grew up in Atlanta—the largest city 
in this state/territory as well as the capital. I like 
where I’m from, but I wanted to go somewhere 
new! Which state/territory can you eliminate? 
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Possible States/Territories 

37 

1 Texas 

2 Louisiana 

3 Mississippi 

4 Alabama 

5 Florida 

6 Georgia 

7 South Carolina 

8 Puerto Rico 

9 U.S. Virgin Islands 



Clue:  There is a very important landmark in this 
state/territory that sets it apart from the others. 
It is related to amusement parks, cartoon 
characters, animals, and movies. Name the 
state/territory where I am having a blast. (And if 
you know the name of the landmark, write it here 
too!) 
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Possible States/Territories 

39 

1 Texas 

2 Louisiana 

3 Mississippi 

4 Alabama 

5 Florida 

6 Georgia 

7 South Carolina 

8 Puerto Rico 

9 U.S. Virgin Islands 



Describe what you learned about places in this activity. 
 
What are some characteristics of the state or territory where you live? 
(Think of what you already know about your community, and then use 
State Facts for Students to see what else you can find out.) Is what you 
know about your own community the same as (or different from) the 
facts about your state/territory? 
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Where Should I Live? Using U.S. Census 
Bureau Data to Make Decisions 

41 

Students will use the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s QuickFacts data access tool to 
examine information about three cities, 
including population, education, and 
income data. Students will draw 
conclusions about life in those three 
cities to determine which city they 
would like to live in as an adult. 



Activity Questions 
Part 1 – Examine Data for Three Cities  
 
If someday you had the choice to live wherever you wanted, where would 
choose? Would you want to live in the city or in the country? Would you 
prefer to live near the beach or the mountains? Do you think you would 
like to walk, bike, or drive to work?  
 
In this activity, you will examine data in QuickFacts for three different 
cities to determine where you might like to live when you are older.  



Activity Questions 
1. Write your first city and state here:  

2. Next, think about a different city that you have never visited but are interested in learning more about. 
Write that city and state here:  

3. Now think of another city that you have visited and that you would like to explore further. 
Write that city and state here:  

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

St. Louis, Missouri 



Activity Questions 
4. Retrieve the most recent data available in QuickFacts to learn more about your three cities to answer 
the questions below. (If you see an “X” or another letter in a category, try to draw a conclusion for why 
those data may not be available.):  
 
• Rank the cities from largest to smallest, according to the population estimates (not base).  

1. 

2. 

3. 

Las Vegas 

Albuquerque 

St. Louis 

• Which city has the largest percentage of people aged 5 and up who speak a language other 
than English at home?  

Las Vegas 



Activity Questions 
• In which city does it take longest, on average, for people aged 16 and up to get to work? 

• Which city has the greatest percentage of foreign-born people? 

• Which city has the largest percentage of people aged 25 and up with a bachelor’s degree or higher? 

• Which city has the highest median household income? 

• Which city has the greatest percentage of people younger than 18? 

• Which city has the greatest percentage of people aged 65 and older? 

Las Vegas 

Las Vegas 

Albuquerque 

Las Vegas 

Las Vegas 

Las Vegas 



Activity Questions 
• Which city has the most women-owned firms? 

Las Vegas 

5. Analyze these and other data from QuickFacts to answer the following questions about your three 
cities: 

• Which city do you think has the greatest need for support services for low-income families? How do you know?  

• Which city appears to be the least racially diverse? How do you know?  

St. Louis because it has more people living in poverty than the other two cities. 

Albuquerque because it has fewer people who are black or African-American and Hispanic or Latino 
than the other two cities, when compared with the white population.  



Activity Questions 
• Which city appears to have the most educated residents? Are its residents more educated than people in 

the United States as a whole? How do you know?  

Albuquerque because it has slightly more people with a bachelor’s degree or higher, though all three 
cities are very close in terms of education level. In Albuquerque, the percentages of people who have high 
school diplomas or higher and bachelor’s degrees or higher are slightly larger than for the nation.  

• What other conclusions can you make about these three cities?  

Student answers will vary. 



Activity Questions 
Part 2 – Pick Your Favorite City  
 
Based on what you have learned so far about your three cities, select the two where 
you would be most interested in living. Write the two cities where indicated in the 
middle two column headers of the table below. Next, pick five categories (e.g., 
population) and their subcategories (e.g., population estimates) from QuickFacts that 
you think are the most important criteria to consider when choosing a place to live and 
write them in the spaces provided in the first column.  
 
Fill in the rest of the table with the QuickFacts data. In the right column, write which 
city you think is the “winner” for each criterion and briefly explain why.  



Activity Questions 
Criteria City: Las Vegas City: Albuquerque Winner 

Category: Population 
 
Subcategory:  
Population Estimates 

641,676 558,545 Las Vegas. I want to live in a 
city with more people. 
  
 

Category: Education 
 
Subcategory: Bachelor’s 
degree or higher 

22.4% 33.8% Las Vegas. My expected 
college degree would be 
more competitive in a city 
with fewer college 
graduates. 

Category: Transportation 
 
Subcategory: Mean travel 
time to work (minutes) 

25.4 21.1 Albuquerque. It takes a little 
less time on average to get 
to work here than in Las 
Vegas.   
 



Activity Questions 
Criteria City: Las Vegas City: Albuquerque Winner 

Category: Income and 
Poverty 
 
Subcategory:  
People in poverty 

16.8% of people 18.9% of people Albuquerque. I want to help 
people when I am older, so I 
hope to work for a nonprofit 
organization that supports 
low-income communities. I 
could have more 
opportunities for this work 
in Albuquerque because 
slightly more people there 
live in poverty.   



Activity Questions 

Write a paragraph that explains which city (of your two favorites 
above) you would choose to move to as an adult. Consider not only 
why you like the city but also why it is a better option for you than the 
other city you examined:  

Student answers will vary but could include the following: I would choose Las 
Vegas because I think I would have a better quality of life there: less time 
traveling to work, and a better chance of having the type of career I want. I also 
like that Las Vegas has a bigger population than Albuquerque because that 
probably means there are more things to do for entertainment. 



Contact Us 

Statistics in Schools Staff 
U.S. Census Bureau 

 
Phone: 301-763-4030 

E-mail: statsinschools@census.gov 
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mailto:statsinschools@census.gov
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